Augusta County Agriculture Industry Board Minutes

Thursday, April 10", 2024, 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Augusta County Extension Office Basement Meeting Room

Members in attendance: Brian Riddle, Jeremy Shiflett, Cole Heizer, Andrew Crummett, Sonny Balsley,
Karl Kiracofe, John Benner, Kevin Phillips, Brian Riddle

Guests: Julia Hensley, Kaitlyn Savage

Chair Sonny Balsley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. The meeting began with introductions, and
the board welcomed guests Julia Hensley and Kaitlyn Savage from Augusta County Community
Development.

New Business
Augusta County Comprehensive Plan 2025-2045.

County Planners Julia Hensley and Kaitlyn Savage presented an overview of the development and
timeline of the Comprehensive Plan. This timeline included information on draft development, future
opportunities for community feedback, and final adoption. This overview also included the vision,
structure, priorities and goals of the plan. Additional outreach meetings at various locations around the
county are planned, including an outreach table at the Augusta County Fair.

Following the presentation, various agricultural production, land conservation and use challenges were
discussed as they may relate to the Comprehensive Plan.

After the conclusion of the discussion Sonny Balsley thanked both Julia and Kaitlyn for coming to talk
about the Comprehensive Plan and thanked them for their hard work on it. Sonny also shared that if he or
the other Ag Industry Board could be of any help, to please reach out. All members of the Ag Industry
Board shared this sentiment as well. Before leaving the meeting, Juila and Kaitlyn thanked the board and
shared their contact info with the board.

Old Business

Land Conservation Easement Seminar — March 27, 2025 at BRCC. John recapped the seminar. There
were approximately 50 people in attendance. Several attendees did share with John that they appreciated
the topic. John thanked the Ag Industry Board for the support for the meeting as well as Brian for helping
secure a Bloomaker sponsorship.

Market Animal Show Fundraiser — February 1, 2025. Sonny Balsley and John Stated that the Ag Industry
Board sponsored the Market Animal Show as a gold sponsor at $2,250. The Agriculture Industry Board
will receive a banner listing at the MAS, as well as listed in the dedication book. $750 remains in MAS
support for the David Fiske Recordbook Award.

Weather Station.

John passed around a potential Weather Station order to update the Augusta County Fair’s weather station
housed at Augusta Expo. The board then discussed potential options for the weather station. The Fair will
be covering half the cost of the weather station. Jeremy Shiflett: An objective of the weather station
would be to have it report to the internet regarding local weather conditions. John Benner: agreed. It



would have some potential benefit for the agriculture community but would primarily benefit the Fair and
any event at Expo that would need rainfall insurance. Who would maintain the weather station? John:
Expo has been asked to maintain the weather station and is willing to do so. Sonny Balsley then asked for
a vote on the weather station expense. The vote carried and the weather station expense was approved.

FY2026 Budget Request. The board then reviewed the forecasted FY 2026 budget.

Next meeting date TBA late summer. With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 pm.



