Augusta County Agriculture Industry Board Minutes

Thursday, June 11", 2025; 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Augusta County Extension Office Basement Meeting Room

Members in attendance: Cole Heizer, Jeremy Shiflett, Karl Kiracofe, Brian Riddle
Absent with Notice: Kevin Phillips, Andrew Crummett, Sonny Balsley

Guests Present: Dave Oberting — Questr Automation, David Shoftstahl — BRCC Dean of Workforce
Solutions, Joe Moore — Alliance for the Shenandoah Valley

John Benner opened the meeting at 6:30 pm with introductions. John turned the meeting over to Cole
Heizer.

New Business
Questr Automation, Inc.

Cole Heizer yielded the floor to Dave Oberting and David Shofstahl. Dave Oberting gave a presentation
on Questr Automation, Inc, a West Virginia based technology start up that specializes in helping farms
adopt automation that will reduce farm labor, labor expenses, improve efficiency and farm bottom line.
David Shoftstal, dean of Blue Ridge Community College’s Workforce Solutions, also provided an
overview of a Farm Automation Technician and Apprenticeship program at BRCC. During and after the
presentation, the board discussed the challenges and opportunities of adopting automation on farms of
various sizes.

After the presentation and discussion, Mr. Oberting and Mr. Shofstahl thanked the board for their time
and left the meeting. Mr. Oberting and Mr. Shofstahl left their contact info with the board and stated they
would be sure to be in touch with future developments.

After brief discussion on the Virginia Grain Producers Event, Cole Heizer moved to additional items from
Board members/Guests and invited Joe Moore of the Alliance for the Shenandoah Valley to give an
update on a potential development comprising of 8 poultry houses going into the Weyers Cave area. The
developer has recently done a similar site in Rockingham County. Poultry house site development is
typically by right when conducted in Ag zoned land. The board discussed the potential implications on
the surrounding area. Mr. Moore stated that he would be willing to provide a further update on the
development at a future meeting. After discussion regarding the matter concluded, Mr. Moore thanked
the board for their time and left the meeting.

Virginia Grain Producer Event

The board then discussed the Virginia Grain Producer Regional Education Event to take place on July 23,
2026. The event will be held at Marshall Farms, Wes and Amanda Marshall in Weyers Cave and will be a
morning meeting from 9 am to lunch. Taylor Hubbard, the director of the Virginia Grain Producers
Association, did contact John to seek assistance in setting up the event as well as sponsoring the meal for
the event. Cole and Karl both asked John what attendance would be likely for the event and what percent
of attendees would be from Augusta County. John estimated that 30-50 would be likely a good
attendance number with about 50% from Augusta County. Karl asked what the membership make up was
for the Virginia Grain Producers. John stated that he was not sure, but a larger percentage was likely in
the eastern and central parts of the state. The Virginia Grain Producers Association has started to hold
regional education events to producers in different parts of the state. The July 23 event is part of this



effort. John stated that Sonny Basley did talk with Mr. Hubbard about what would be needed for
sponsorship. Mr. Hubbard did not give any amount, but did state that sponsorship for the meal would be
appreciated. John speculated that a lunch for 30-50 people may be in the range of $600. Cole Heizer then
paused discussion on the event to consider the Fair Sponsorship request.

Augusta County Fair Sponsorship

John Benner passed around the Fair Sponsorship brochure. John stated that the Fair does have two new
fair employees. Leslie Wagner is the new fair secretary, and Samantha Shaw is the new Fair director.
They both started in May and have been working to bring the Fair together. For this year in particular, the
Fair may have a greater need of financial support. Though the Fair Book for 2026 has been to print, if the
Board does decide to sponsor, John may ask if the Fair would credit the sponsorship in the 2027 book.
The Ag Industry Board would be able to have their logo listed on the Fair website at any sponsorship
level.

Cole Heizer asked the board what additional items may be worth supporting. Stuarts Draft High School
FFA is raising funds for a barn they are looking to build. This could be worth providing a level of
support. This barn would be similar to the barns at Wilson Memorial, Buffalo Gap and Riverheads. Brian
Riddle asked John to reach out to Stuarts Draft High School to find out details regarding their need.

Karl Kiracofe asked John if there were any 4-H judging teams going to national contests. John mentioned
that the 4-H livestock skill-a-thon team placed second in the state at the skill-a-thon contest and is going
to compete in the National 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl at North American Livestock Expo in 2026.

After discussion on these potential sponsorship opportunities. Cole Heizer asked for a motion to approve
a $600 sponsorship to the Virginia Grain Producers Association to cover the lunch for their July 23, 2026
regional educational event at Marshall Farms, $500 for the Stuarts Draft FFA Livestock Barn Fundraiser
and $500 for the Augusta 4-H Skill-a-thon Team to compete at the 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl at the North
American Livestock Expo in Louisville, KY. Cole also asked the motion to include a $1,150 sponsorship
(Silver level sponsorship) for the 2026 Augusta County Fair. Brian Riddle made the motion, seconded by
Jeremy Shiflett. The motion was adopted.

Jeremy Shiflett. With the ongoing drought, we do need to be looking for possible ways to help provide
relief or support for farmers in the county. Back in 2008 Jason Carter did help organize a hay lift/hay
donation from Page County Farmers to Augusta County Farmers that the Augusta Ag Industry Board did
provide support for, along with a few other agencies and businesses. John Benner, yes, I have some of
Jason’s files from that time, it appears that the Ag Industry Board may have provided funds to help with
trucking hay in from Page. There was an application for an Augusta farmer to apply for hay, and a
statement that the producer would then not sell the hay they received for free. Jeremy Shiflett, the one
difference right now is that the drought is very widespread. Hay surplus would have to be trucked in from
further away as most of the entire state is dry. John stated that he would work with fellow Extension
agents to research what may be able to be done.

Next Meeting Date:

John Benner asked the board for their schedule availability for a future meeting in September. After
discussion it was settled that the next meeting date will be tentatively scheduled for Thursday, September
10,

With no further business Cole Heizer adjourned the meeting at 8:24 pm.



